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Professor F. B. Blake, of Johns Hopkins University: The languages 
of the Moros of the Philippine Islands. 

Professor M. Bloomoteld, of Johns Hopkins University: The mind as 
wish-car in the Veda. [To be printed in the Journal.] 

Dr. "W. N. Brown, of the University of Pennsylvania: The wandering 
skull: new light on Tantrakhyana 29. 

Professor C. E. Conant, of the University of Chattanooga: Long con- 
sonants in Ibanak (Philippines). 

Dr. I. Efros, of Baltimore: An emendation to Is. 63. 5. 

Bev. F. Gavin, of Cambridge, Mass.: The 'sleep of the soul' in early 
Syriae teachings: its affiliations and origins. 

Professor C. B. Lanman, of Harvard University: (a) The Sanskrit mutes 
called murdhanya, that is, domal : with a history and criticism of a century- 
old error; (b) The Harvard Oriental Series and the "War. 

Bev. H. Linfield, of Dropsie College: The words 'mouth' and 'tongue' 
as roots in Semitie languages. 

Dr. C. J. Ogden, of New York City: The supposed Hindu dynasty of 
Bhatinda. 

Dr. J. J. Price, of Plainfield, N J.: (a) Arabic superstitions before 
Mohammed; <b) Arabic parallels to Eabbinic literature; (c) Buddhism 
in China. 

Dr. J. E. Snyder, of Johns Hopkins University: The paronomasies in 
Zeph. 2. 4. 

Professor C. C. Torret, of Yale University: The Arab poet called Giran 
al-'Aud. 

At 4 :48 o'clock the Society adjourned, to meet again in Ithaca 
on April 6, 1920. 



IMPORTANT ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS AT THE PHILADELPHIA MEETING 

April 23-25, 1919 

In view of the fact that an unusual volume of important busi- 
ness was transacted by the Board of Directors at the Philadelphia 
meeting, the editors of the Journal and the secretaries have urged 
that all such matters of interest to the members, in so far as 
they are not fully set forth in the published proceedings of the 
meeting, should be briefly presented in a statement by the out- 
going president. 

In accordance with the resolutions adopted by the society urg- 
ing the importance of establishing a School of Modern Oriental 
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Languages, the Directors voted to appoint a committee of seven 
to push the project in every possible way. The following com- 
pose this committee: Messrs. Prince (chairman), Talcott "Wil- 
liams, Adler, Torrey, Jackson, Jastrow, Breasted. 

The Directors unanimously agreed that a vigorous campaign 
for new members was highly desirable. Prof. Julian Morgen- 
stern was appointed chairman of a committee to take up this 
work, with the request to nominate and appoint three additional 
members of his committee. This new organ is to be called the 
Standing Committee on the Enlargement of Membership and 
Resources, and it will direct its appeal to all cultured and 
enlightened people of the country, to join our society and aid 
in its support. 

The Soeiety feels the need of such support more especially for 
its very scanty publication account, which has for years struggled 
along on very meagre resources. It was therefore voted to 
request the treasurer to include on his bills a suggestion that 
members add to their dues a contribution toward the support of 
special publications. 

In accordance with this effort it was likewise voted that the 
Directors go on record as advising the Society as soon as possible 
to reserve the income from the present Trust Funds exclusively 
for special publications, rather than to use such income for cur- 
rent expenses as at present. 

Similarly the Directors expressed their further sense of the 
importance of supporting our publication enterprises by voting 
that the former Committee on Publication be discharged and a 
new committee with the same powers be appointed. This new 
committee on Publication now includes the following members: 
Messrs. Jastrow (chairman), Clay, Jewett, Nies, and Talcott 
"Williams. 

In order to be able to associate with the work of the Society 
influential men in public life, who would consent to further the 
interests of the Society by such association, the Directors voted 
to appoint a committee of three to consider nominations for a 
new class of honorary members, the new members to be termed 
'Honorary Associates,' and to report at the next annual meeting. 
This committee includes Messrs. Montgomery (chairman), 
Haupt, and R. G. Kent. 
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In view of the fact that there are many educational institu- 
tions in the United . States which possess no departments or 
individual teachers offering courses for the study of oriental 
languages and civilizations, the Directors voted that a committee 
of three be appointed to prepare a statement setting forth the 
scope, character, aims, and purposes of oriental studies, said 
statement to be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval 
and modifications, and to be signed by them and presented to 
educational institutions at which such studies are not represented. 
The members of this committee are Messrs. R. G. Kent (chair- 
man), Jastrow, and Barret. 

The emancipation of the Near East from the rule of the Otto- 
man Empire offers such an unparalleled opportunity for excava- 
tion and exploration that the Directors voted to appoint a 
committee of five to prepare a plan for archaeological exploration 
in the Near East, such plan to be presented at as early a period 
as possible to the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

With similar purposes in view the Directors also voted to 
appoint a Committee to Further the Interests of the American 
School in Jerusalem. The members of this latter committee are 
Messrs. Montgomery (chairman), Barton and Clay. 

The lack of a national organization of all American scholars 
representing research in humanistic science is a serious obstacle 
to the progress of such research, and especially to efforts looking 
toward securing the funds for proper support of humanistic 
science. For example there was no nationally representative 
body of humanistic scholars to present to our Peace Commis- 
sioners in Paris the cause of scientific research in the territory 
of the defunct Ottoman Empire, as administered by its future 
mandatories. In view of this situation the Directors voted to 
appoint a committee of three to consider the proper course of 
action in proceeding to the formation of a National Academy of 
Humanistic Science. This committee consists of Messrs. 
Breasted (chairman), Bloomfield, Jastrow. 

The Directors voted to pay the annual subvention of fifty 
dollars to the Encyclopaedia of Islam for the years 1918 and 
1919. 

The President called the attention of the Directors to the diffi- 
culties confronting the executive officer in securing any action 
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of the Directors or of the Society during the intervals between 
the annual sessions. It is not too much to say that as far as all 
official functions other than editing and carrying on correspond- 
ence by the President and Secretaries are concerned, the Society 
is practically dead for about fifty-one and a half weeks in the 
year. This situation is rendered the more difficult by the cus- 
tom of a rotating presidency, and in years when the correspond- 
ing secretary also lays down his office, even the slight continuity 
from one annual meeting to the next is completely broken. In 
view of these conditions the proposal was made that an Executive 
Council with a reasonably permanent membership, so located 
that it might easily and readily assemble at any time during the 
year, be created, with power to take official action on matters 
demanding speedy decision ; and it was voted that a committee 
of two be appointed to consider the question of such an Execu- 
tive Council and to draft suitable amendments to the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws for putting it into operation, if the project 
should ultimately be approved. The members of this committee 
are Messrs. Edgerton and Barret. 

In preparing the above statement may I express my indebted- 
ness to the very efficient services of the Scribe of the Directors, 
Prof. B. G. Kent, on whose records this summary is based. 

I am sure that I express the feeling of the Directors in stating 
that the future of the American Oriental Society never looked 
brighter, and that the important actions taken at the Philadel- 
phia meeting give promise of a greatly enlarged field of useful- 
ness and influence for the Society. It is a pleasant duty to 
indicate in closing that the greater part of the constructive pro- 
gram adopted at the Philadelphia meeting was due to the aggres- 
sive and efficient local committee in charge of the program. 

James Henry Breasted 



